
 

WeWork Announces Partnership with the Cities of Kitchener, Montreal, Ottawa, Toronto 
and Waterloo 

 
Startup Passport will support local entrepreneurs by providing a home at all WeWork locations  

 
Toronto, Canada – May 21, 2019 – Today at the Toronto Montreal Eco-System Summit, 
WeWork announced a partnership between the cities of Kitchener, Montreal, Ottawa, Toronto 
and Waterloo and their partners in the innovation community to expand the Startup 
Passport. The new program will offer city-based entrepreneurs a network of sites to work and 
hold meetings when working in cities around the country and the world.  
 
With a goal to help new and emerging businesses access international markets to accelerate 
their growth, startups associated with Communitech, Montreal International, Invest Ottawa, 
MaRS Discovery District, the DMZ at Ryerson University, the University of Toronto 
Entrepreneurship and York University, will have access to the program and WeWork's 
international network to scale their businesses. 
 
Mayor Berry Vrbanovic, City of Kitchener 
“Kitchener is home to a thriving and dynamic startup scene, and the new Passport initiative 
will build on this strength to keep our community a great place for entrepreneurs to succeed. 
The Startup Passport will enhance the capacity of our businesses to grow in today’s highly 
connected economy by facilitating greater access to new customers and partnerships 
throughout the Toronto-Waterloo Region Innovation corridor. Kitchener is thrilled to support 
this project.”  
 
Mayor Valérie Plante, City of Montreal 
“Montréal wants to strengthen its startup ecosystem and propel a new generation of 
companies and entrepreneurs with innovative and creative minds to think outside the box 
and boldly change the world. We have talent, entrepreneurship services and financing. With 
the Startup Passport, WeWork offers workplaces and networking opportunities that will 
foster synergies between companies. Let's come together to become even stronger.” 
 
Mayor Jim Watson, City of Ottawa 
“Ottawa is home to a wealth of emerging and scaling companies that are employing 
disruptive technologies in novel ways. These high-growth firms are pursuing customers, 
deals and investment in global markets. I am delighted that Invest Ottawa, Ottawa’s lead 
economic development agency, is collaborating with WeWork to create even greater 
opportunities for our entrepreneurs. Startup Passport will help these firms cultivate new 
partnerships that will propel their growth and commercial success.” 
 
Mayor John Tory, City of Toronto 
“Innovation needs to start at home and it’s important that we put the infrastructure in place 
to support entrepreneurs when travelling across Ontario and Quebec,” said Mayor John Tory. 



 

“Each city in this region already has a thriving network of business leaders and 
entrepreneurs and we want to create a stronger, more interconnected ecosystem. Through 
the Startup Passport, participating companies will have access to workspace but also the 
WeWork community for programming and networking, helping to make more connections 
and opportunities for growth.” 
 
Mayor Dave Jaworsky, City of Waterloo 
“The City of Waterloo is proud to support this initiative. Waterloo is a hotbed for startups, so 
this initiative is a great fit with our economic development philosophy. In today’s fast–paced 
and technology driven economy, people need to be able to work wherever and whenever they 
need. A global economy never rests and it’s important, especially for startups, that they have 
access to the tools they need to grow and succeed.” 
 
Alexis Miller, Director of Business Operations, Northeast & Mid-Atlantic, WeWork 
“Last year when we launched the Toronto Startup Passport, the goal was to provide a soft 
landing spot for Toronto’s entrepreneurial community when traveling internationally,” said 
Alexis Miller, Director of Business Operations, Northeast & Mid-Atlantic at WeWork. “We 
found that travel outside of Canada did occur, but the vast majority was within Ontario and 
Quebec. For 2019, we revamped the Passport program to extend our reach to startup 
communities in Kitchener, Montreal, Ottawa and Waterloo. We’re excited to create this 
ecosystem to further connection opportunities between these cities and their 
entrepreneurs.” 
 
The Startup Passport includes:  
 

● Access to any workspace once a month at any of WeWork’s 485+ locations  
● Ability to book and pay for workspace on an as needed basis after the first 

complimentary booking 
● Access to the WeWork Member Network App which connects to more than 66,000 

members worldwide 
● Access to programming within WeWork spaces including panels and events and 

ability to host their own events as a way to drive awareness in international markets 
● Business services and lifestyle perks available only to WeWork members 

 
For more information on the Startup Passport or to sign up, please visit 
https://www.wework.com/startup-passport. 
 
Global Impact Report 
WeWork recently published new data and research that shows that in Toronto and Montreal, 
the WeWork economy supports job growth and has a positive impact on people, businesses 
and city neighbourhoods.  
 

https://www.wework.com/startup-passport
https://impact.wework.com/


 

In Toronto, 82% of WeWork members are in the innovation economy and 39% of WeWork 
members say WeWork has helped their company accelerate its growth. Further, the average 
growth rate across small and medium-sized WeWork member companies in Toronto is 73%.  
 
In Montreal, 67% of WeWork members in Montreal are in the innovation economy and 41% of 
WeWork members say WeWork has helped their company accelerate its growth. Further, the 
average growth rate across small and medium-sized WeWork member companies in 
Montreal is 21%. 
 
 
About WeWork 
WeWork provides more than 466,000 members around the world with space, community, 
and services through both physical and virtual offerings. WeWork's mission is to help create 
a world where people work to make a life, not just a living. Founded by Adam and Rebekah 
Neumann and Miguel McKelvey in 2010, WeWork currently has 485 locations in 105 cities 
across 28 countries. Follow us @WeWork on Twitter, Instagram, and Facebook or visit 
www.wework.com to learn more. 
 


